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The House

Artist’s Retreat

AN ARCHITECT-DESIGNED STUDIO IN ANCRAM

By Jennifer Farley Photographs by Deborah DeGraffenreid

garagce

hen painter Susan Roth elected to convert the tractor garag

of her Craftsman-style 1987 farmhouse in Ancram into a
500-square-foot art studio, she decided to invest enough in the
project to hire an architect.

Roth is a self-taught painter who used to work in the computer
industry in New York. Since retiring in 2004, she has devoted herself to
painting, and had a show in July at Manna Dew Ca
her favorite restaurants.

Roth and husband Matt Cohen, a retired attorney, bought their four-
bedroom, two-and-one-half bath home in Ancram, located in the southeastern
section of Columbia County, in 2000. With a population of about 1,500, and
0 mi

become a popular retreat for people who own second homes; Roth and

a location that’s 20 miles from Hudson and s from Albany, Ancram’s
Cohen also keep an apartment in Manhattan.

“I'had been painting for years in a narrow breezeway off the kitchen,” says
Roth. “That space has large windows facing north, with a view of farmland
plus mountains in the distance, so [ had some idea of how I wanted the studio
to be oriented. There, I could only see a sliver of the scarlet oak I planted
in honor of my late mother; now, it takes center stage of the view from my

new studio!”
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> in Millerton, one of

One of Roth’s friends had hired Millbrook-based Sloan Architects PC to
renovate an old farmhouse in Milan, and recommended the husband-and-wife
firm. So Roth contacted Michael Sloan, and although the project wasn’t large,
the architect, who has designed several visual arts centers, was excited about
the nppm'tunit}-’ to make the most of the view and light. Sloan said he also felt
that he and Roth communicated well, and for that reason the studio project
might be great for the firm’s portfolio, to help attract future small-project
clients who might otherwise hesitate to hire : itect.

Old Ancram, the Hoysradts, and Designing with Resale in Mind
=/ on as Susan showed me the space, I knew we could really do something
Sloan

few casement windows and finish an empty shell. She re

great with the view,” say “But we did a lot more than just throw up a
Illy let us run with
the design. She’s an artist and respects that type of creativity in others.”

The Roth-Cohen home sits on land that had belonged to the locally
prominent Hoysradt family for 12 generations. It was built for Pat and Helen
Hoysradt by their son, a local builder. The Hoysradt parcel dates to 1796 and
the original farmhouse can be seen from the Roth-Cohen home on Poole Hill
Road. The Hoysradts currently live in a house built on one of the last parcels

of the family tract.




Opposite: Susan Roth's painting studio viewed at dusk.
| F 2

This page: Three views of the interior of Roth’s studio
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The town takes its name from the Livingston Homestead in Anchoram,
Scotland; the aristocratic Livingston |hmi|}' was grantctl 160,000 acres in this
part of the Hudson Valley by the English Crown in 1686, including the 27,000
acres that now comprise Ancram. The Hoysradt property was part of that
grant. Ancram used to be called “Scotchtown” due to the Iargc number of
Scottish immigrants who relocated to the area in the 18th century. The town’s
metal forge made the huge chain stretched across the Hudson River near West
Point to block British ships during the American Revolution.

“Coming from New York, [ really appreciate being able to peck at
the farm life here—people living off the land and cating local. There is a
peacefulness to life here; the countryside totally inspires my work; people
are genuine. We enjoy going to farmers’ markets. When we dine out, it’s
Manna Dew or Nine in Millerton, or Red Devon, a farm-to-table market
café in Bangall. And we love Hammertown, a home and lifestyle store in
Pine Plains,” says Roth.

Sloan says that the project location in Ancram, with all its early-American
nuance, appealed to him, too. "I'm descended from a family that has been in
Millbrook since the 1700s,” says Sloan. “A gn()d architect can work with any
style, but what you want to do with a contemporary addition like this is to
create a space that, first of all, serves the client’s needs, then looks right for
the area in some way, and, finally, you also want to have designed something
that makes sense for resale. Susan’s art studio might someday be someone
else’s home office, or a music room. Attached but separate, there’s no need to

trudge through the snow to get to it in the winter, cither”

The Details

Roth declined to say how much she spent on transforming

the third
garage bay into a first-class art studio, only a(l(ling that, due to unforeseen
circumstances, the project went over budget. The studio was built by Reed
Construction; some of the crew had constructed the main house 35 years
carlier. “Without my husband’s support, this would have never happened. He
had a keen sensitivity to my need for a private workspace,” says Roth. The
couple traveled to northern India in 2011 and southern India in 2012, in part
to pr()\'i(lc Roth with inspiration for the vivid colors and !'air|‘\-' abstract shapvs
{'lmr.lctvrizing her most recent [)aimings.

Sloan said that the architect’s fee for a project like this would run about 10
percent of the total cost because it did not involve n)mplcx custom millwork
or hcspnkc bronze hardware casting—common requests for his firm—which
would push the design fee closer to 20 percent.

“We recommend clients familiarize themselves with our work, and also
that of other architects, and perhaps get several proposals before committing,
You want to make sure you and the architect are a gnod fit,” says Sloan.
“Similarly, good architects don’t just draft a project and hand it over to the
contractor; they keep track of the construction side of things, including
making sure costs stay in line, In some instances, hit'ing an architect may
a.(:tua”}' save the client m(mo}_'.”

The Roth studio features largv aluminum storefront windows made h}'
YKK AP America, Inc. The track lighling fixtures were manufactured l)}'
I.ighmlicr, The Hoor is plywood, with a clear finish, so any paint spills won’t
be tragic. The cathedral ceiling is faced with pine boards. And to keep the
room comfortable in all seasons, behind the neat fagade is an abundance of
sprayed foam insulation.

Roth and Sloan both stressed the importance of the cathedral ceiling to
the overall style and functionality of the studio. “I like to work Im‘gc, and the
high cviling gives me plenty of space to display works in pre gress, which is
imi)ortant to me because | L_\'pica“_\' work on several |)ivccs at the same lil‘m',"
says Roth,

“The cathedral cciling also enhances and softens the qualil}_' of the Iighl
entering the slmu‘,” says Sloan. “That’s wh}-' most visual arts centers have as
much interior volume as possible, because when you have low ceilings and
small windows, the light can be rather harsh, as opposed to diffuse. In Susan’s
studio, she can really see the colors with which she is working very clearly
and accurately” @

To see examples of Roth's artwork, visit Susanrothartist.com. To learn more
about Sloan Architects, go to Sloanarch.com.

PAULA REDMOND
REAL ESTATE INCORPORATED

RHINEBECK $665,000

Victorian cottage with contemporary floor
plan and old-world touches located on 3
wooded acres on a country lane. Open family
room and chef's kitchen with Viking 6 burner
stove, Subzero fridge. Newly finished wide
board floors and fresh paint make the house
feel like new construction.

Millbrook, NY 845.677.0505
Rhinebeck, NY 845.876.6676

paularedmond.com

Mondello Upstate Properties iic

West Market Street, Red Hook, NY

MARGARET, CATHERINE, AND TERESE MONDELLO

1800’S FARMHOUSE / CLERMONT

Farmland views, original woodwork,
minutes to town center.

3BR / 1BA / $269,000 3BR / 1.5BA / 269,900

VINTAGE BRICK / STANDFORDVILLE

“ ~ -~

Great original details, lovely setting
with awesome views

3BR / 1.5BA [/ $219,000 5BR / 3BA / $449,000

(845) 758-5555 | mondellorealestate.com
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Finished barn, vineyard views,
magnificent architectural details

RESORT LIVING / MILAN

Private setting, newly and tastefully renovated,
all desirable furnishings included in sale.
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